Review: Endothelial progenitor cells in pregnancy and obstetric pathologies.
Since their discovery, endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) have generated considerable interest in vascular biology. They are a heterogeneous population of cells that exist in both the fetus and adult, and are mobilized to support de novo vessel formation or encourage vascular health. This review summarizes our understanding of these cells in pregnancy, paying particular attention to their physiological role in placental development and the uterus, alongside their involvement in related obstetric pathologies.